'You know nothing about what I have to do,' he said.
'If you are not yet finished, then you are stupid/ she
retorted. She touched his cheek with her soft and scented
palm. 'And I know you are not stupid,' she said.
He felt his heart beat suddenly once, twice, and he was
Disturbed, For years they had been playmates. He knew,
and she knew, too, that she was a bondmaid and allowed
in the.house to be more than that only because they were
all fond of her and had petted her, especially since his sisters
died. But indeed between the two of them there had
been something like being brother and sister. They never
spoke of her being a bondmaid. He did not think of it
because he was so used to her and she did not speak of it.
But for the last few months something else was beginning
between them, something he wanted and hated. It was
this way she had of putting her hand on his shoulder and
her cheek on his hair. Some night he would stretch out
his own arm and put it round her, though he did not
want to do it. He had never done it, but he had thought
of it, and he was ashamed. If he had not belonged to the
band he would have done it, perhaps.
Besides, he did not want to be like I-ko. I-ko was for
ever teasing Peony, touching her cheek and seizing her
hand and putting his arm about her. Whenever he did
this, Peony flung herself away from him. Once she had
scratched him, four long scratches down both his cheeks,
so that for several days he could not go out because every-
one knows that when a man has four long parallel scratches
down both his cheeks, a woman's two hands have done it.
j There was trouble in the house because of it. Madame
Wu spoke alone to Peony, and his father spoke to I-ko.
And Peony came into I-wan's room and cried and
said, *I hate your brother I-kol He has always been
wicked/
I-wan did not ask how I-ko was wicked.  He did not
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